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FOREWORD

In recent years, we at the Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative (LGI), Open Society Institute

-Budapest, have started to gradually move towards new forms of international development. Beyond traditional

action-oriented, grant-giving and capacity-building activities, we are actively involved in policy design and

policy-making. Consequently, we are working with new partners and our outputs have also been modified:

LGI commissions more policy papers, provides grants for members of our professional networks to implement

comparative and applied policy research, and we cooperate with international organizations in policy

formulation and training.

In Central and Eastern Europe we are faced with special problems: English is the second language of our

partners and targeted policy-makers, but it is widely used as a common form of communication. Policy

paper writers very often have to present their ideas both in local languages and in English when communicating

with foreign investors, donors and advisers.

Our objective with these guidelines is to provide support for policy paper writing. This is a handbook which

can also be used as a reference guide. But, as it is built on the extensive literature of policy research, policy

paper writing and publishing, it could also be the basis of training courses on policy paper writing.

We hope that policy analysts, applied and academic researchers will find this publication useful. Both for

LGI and the potential beneficiaries of our projects, it is vital to improve the quality of future publications.

Studies, reports, articles and books should be presented in a form which is generally accepted by the policy-

making community and by the target audience of policy advisers.

This publication fits into LGI’s “Public Policy Initiative,” which was designed to support think tanks and

policy-makers in the region. This program provides management advice and professional support to newly

established policy institutes. We believe that these policy paper writing guidelines will help these policy

centers as well as our other partners as well as benefit our collegues in the policy trendes in the region.

LGI is very grateful to Eóin Young and Lisa Quinn for their excellent work in writing and editing this publication.

We have received professional advice and comments from José de Barros, Petra Kovács, Péter Radó and Viola

Zentai during the preparation of the guide. The previous work of Sarolta Kérészy and Éva Figder also

contributed to the development of this publication.

Gábor Péteri

LGI, Research Director
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